
  
 
The Honourable Patricia A. Hajdu 
Minister of Status of Women 
Government of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
 
January 25, 2016 
 
 
Dear Minister Hajdu: 
 
We represent the Surviving Spouses Pension Fairness Coalition and, as you are aware from 
other correspondence, we are advocating changes to legislation that unfairly denies pensions 
to surviving spouses. We believe that, in large part, this is also a women’s issue. 
 
A Royal Bank Retirement Research Centre poll asked: "Who would you be most likely to 
turn to for caregiving if the need arose in your life?" and 57% answered that it would be 
their spouse. 
 
A National Profile of Caregivers in Canada survey produced for Health Canada found 
caregivers 65 and older tend to be looking after a spouse or partner. That report stated: 
 

"Informal caregivers are most often family members, 
most often spouses, and most often women." 

 
Caregiving can be a huge and demanding challenge. According to RBC Retirement 
Research, caregiving tasks typically span several years and the level of care needed is likely 
to escalate over time, as is the burden on the caregiver. 
 
We believe that, after living with the stress of care giving, these spouses are then penalized 
when pension legislation leaves them destitute. That penalty has a direct effect on their 
health. We look to the words of Karima Velji, President of the Canadian Nurses Association 
(one of our coalition partners), who wrote: 
 

“From our perspective this issue is one of income inequality, since a strong, 
significant correlation exists between income and health. 

Low-income individuals have significantly higher rates of mortality and 
morbidity, regardless of how income is measured. In addition, chronic 
disease and health-care use are more prevalent in low-income populations. 
Poverty also has a compounding effect on health by exacerbating other social 
determinants of health such as housing, food security and social exclusion.” 
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Given these considerations, Minister Hajdu, we ask for your support of our initiative to have 
the antiquated legislation modified so that all surviving spouses may have access to a 
pension. 
 
 
Yours truly 
 
    

  
 

 
 
 
 Rick Inglis Maurice Gill 
 Co-Chair Co-président 
 
 
 
 
Copies: 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada 
 
The Honourable Scott Brison 
President of the Treasury Board 
 
The Honourable Bill Morneau 
Minister of Finance 
 
The Honourable Jane Philpott 
Minister of Health 
 
F.Y.I. 
 
Ms. Anju Dhillon 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Status of Women 
 
Karima A. Velji, R.N. PhD, CHE 
President, The Canadian Nurses Association 
 
 
 
 
 


