
 
 

The Honourable Scott Brison 
President of the Treasury Board 
Government of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
 
November 6, 2017 
 
 
Dear Minister Brison: 
 
Thank you for your letter of August 22, 2017. And thank you for your commitment to 
consider our suggestions as part of the ongoing modernization of federal public sector 
pension plans. 
 
We would however like to raise two points in your letter that, in our opinion, need 
correcting: 
 
• Your letter suggested that restricting pension eligibility for after-retirement surviving 

spouses is “the standard in private and public sector pension plans”. We disagree 
because, in the interest of fairness, major pension plans are providing the benefit. 
 
For example, OMERS - the Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement System, 
HOOPP - Healthcare of Ontario Pension Plan, and RREGOP - the Government and 
Public Employees Retirement Plan in Québec all extend survivor pension benefits to 
post-retirement spouses. 
 
These three plans represent more than a million participants and retirees; manage 
nearly $200 billion in assets; and are consistently regarded as global leaders by their 
international peers. 

 
• You also advised: “…the Government of Canada recognizes the importance of the 

ability of pensioners to ensure the financial security of their spouse…” and added that 
some government plans “…offer an optional form of survivor benefit coverage that is 
not available in most pension plans…” 
 
Unfortunately, this “optional coverage” is more apparent than real. It is unaffordable 
by most pensioners because it requires a permanent reduction in the retirees’ pension 
of anywhere from 30-50 percent. We fail to understand why successive governments 
have promoted this generally inaccessible “option” as a benefit. 

 
In addition to changing the unfair legislation that will deny pensions for future surviving 
spouses, we seek pensions for those who have already been denied. These spouses are in 
that situation only because government has failed to act in a timely manner. 
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In the 2016 Mandate Letter of the Minister of Veterans Affairs, the Prime Minister 
included, “Eliminate the “marriage after 60” claw back clause, so that surviving spouses 
of Veterans receive appropriate pension and health benefits”.  We were encouraged, and 
saw that as a first step to fixing all the acts. However, despite the Prime Minister’s very 
clear directions, nothing has yet been done. His instruction has been repeated in the 
mandate of the new Minister of Veterans Affairs.  
 
We hope that these clarifications will lead you and your colleagues finally to act on this 
very important issue, so that those Canadians who will be, or have already been unfairly 
deprived of a pension, can find the financial security that your government deems to be 
important for our seniors. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
         
 

 Rick Inglis Maurice Gill 
 Co-Chair Co-Chair 

 
 
Copies: 
 
The Honourable Harjit Sajjan, Minister of National Defense 
The Honourable Ralph Goodale, Minister of Public Safety 
The Honourable William Morneau, Minister of Finance 
The Honourable Seamus O’Regan, Minister of Veterans Affairs 
 and Associate Minister of National Defense 
 
F.y.i.  
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister 
 


